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Montessori – a laboratory for mistakes
By Edward Fidellow

The world thinks making mistakes is failure. In school, if you make too many mistakes, you might be called slow or a failure. There is a big distance between mistakes and failure. Mistakes are the beginning of a process and failure is only the end of the process – if you give up.
Making mistakes is the natural part of any learning process. Watching a toddler learning how to walk is basically watching a toddler learn how to get up again. Why should the mistakes of any beginning process be subject to ridicule and impatience?
Ironically, mistakes teach you more than success. What do you learn from mistakes? Not everything is easy. Everything requires effort and patience. As an adult we learn humility from our mistakes.
Montessori is the great laboratory of mistakes. From mistakes you learn patience, perseverance, resilience, forgiveness for yourself and others. You also learn to correct your own mistakes which teaches you that mistakes are not the end of the process – success is. And because you are correcting your own mistakes you learn that “good enough is not good enough unless it really is good enough.” You learn about excellence through mistakes and that often excellence is just a little beyond mistakes.
In the laboratory there is no “hurry up and get it done.” The message is – get it done. (And you can do it, even if it is slowly.) Children learn mastery of the process which leads them to learn excellence as an outcome. This virtue is taught slowly. 
It is how you define mistakes that defines your emotional approach to them. If you are pressured, ridiculed, looked down on or made fun of because of mistakes you will tend not to be venturesome, not try new things, not push through difficulties but if you have support going through the mistake process you will begin to view them as steppingstones and even interesting doorways to further accomplishments and victories.
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