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Is Montessori for Every Child?

Edward Fidellow

Montessori teachers when asked if Montessori is for every child are fond of smiling and saying, “Yes, it is for every child but it may not be for every parent.” We smile when we say it because we know the benefits that every child receives who gets to take part in the environment but we sadly shake our heads when we realize that there are parents who do not understand the process, the time and commitment it takes for the child to become transformed by the experience.
Montessori is not for the parent who thinks that the school will turn out a Harvard scholar irrespective of abilities. They will always be disappointed. The school will be blamed.

Montessori is not for parents who think that children should be allowed to do anything they want and have no constraints. When the child complains that they have been made to do things, the parent will surmise that the school isn’t really “Montessori.”

Montessori is not for parents who are absentee-parents. A Montessori parent has to be engaged in the nurturing process. What is learned in school needs to be reinforced at home (and vice a versa). If not, the effectiveness of the learning, the training, the experience is diminished. From absentee parents the child does not receive the benefit of consistency – and the school is blamed.   

Montessori is not for parents who think that the school is responsible for inculcating all of the discipline the child needs and they can forgo the consistent discipline their child needs at home. The child’s progress is hindered and the school will be blamed.
After having spent decades believing that Montessori is for every child, there is a recognition that not every teacher will be able to help every child and not every circumstance will allow for the extraordinary concentration on a child that will help them transform themselves from undisciplined learners to self-directed learners. Just as every program is not capable of dealing with the myriad physical and emotional challenges of the children’s population, not every program can successfully deal with children (and families) who willfully will not become self-disciplined.
Yes, Montessori is a great training ground for self discipline but you can run aground and shipwreck trying to help children you are not capable of helping or overcoming family circumstances that diminish your effectiveness. Montessori is a partnership between the school and the home and the classroom and the child and all four need to be in alignment.
Montessori is a benefit for every child who will embrace the self-discipline. Sadly, not every child will have the support to embrace the transformation. It is a team effort between home and school.     
