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Learning

“Sister Agnes Patricia wasthe most
influential teacher | ever knew. What |
will alwaysremember about her isher
statement that thereisno such thing as
teaching--only learning. She believed
that no teacher could ever teach anyone
anything. Her task asateacher wasto
create an environment in which the
student can learn. Knowledge, shetold
us, standing very straight in her long
black habit, her face framed by her white
wimple, pointed at thetop likethe spire
of a cathedral, needsto be pulled into
the brain by the student, not pushed into
it by theteacher. Knowledgeisnot to be
forced on anyone. The brain hasto be
receptive, malleable, and most
important, hungry for that knowledge.
Tousetheword “ teach” impliesan
injection of knowledge. Like Sister
AgnesPatricia, | cameto agreethat
thereisno such thing asteaching, only
learning.”

Monty Roberts
(Submitted by John Lewis)

The 10' psof Ministry
Pressure

Relationships
Positive

Wetend to think that the only
pressur e from relationships comes from
the negative — difficult personalities,
confrontations, unreasonable
expectations, demands etc. However,
even our positiverelationshipscreate
their own pressures.

People we like and love create
pressurefor ustoo. First, because we
have a good relationship with people
there are expectations on their part, if
not for preferential treatment,
something very closetoit. Itisvery
difficult, even in a professional
environment, to treat everyonethe
same. You really do like some people
better than others. Some people make
your life easier than others. Some
people contribute tremendously to the
success of your endeavors. And
because of these relationships, thereare
expectations. And expectations cause
pressure.

Second, these relationships create
pressurewithin usto treat people
differently. It isvery common for us
not to confront people we love. We
don’ t want to disturb the good
relationship that we have so sometimes
we allow behavior and performanceto



dip. Itisbad enough when wedo it
unknowingly but it even createsmore
pressurefor uswhen we recognize our
failureto confront those we love.

Every teacher knows (but many won’ t
admit) the struggle to grade and treat
studentsequally. It takesgreat effort to
bend over backwardsto make surethat
the student’ swho aren’ t your favorites
(for any of a dozen reasons) don’ t suffer
discrimination or prejudice from your
behavior or grading.

Most of usknow prejudicein its
negative context — having opinions or
judgments formed without a basisin
fact, knowledge or logic. Itisironic
then to describe love asthe greatest
prejudicein theworld because it hasno
rational basis—it justis. It isalso
ironic that thislove we feel for our co-
workersand students sometimes will
create a pressurefor usto go beyond
what we might do for strangers. While
thisisnatural, it can cause pressureif
othersaround us per ceivethat this
special relationship worksto their
detriment.

Asmy oldest daughter was growing
up and finding her placeasaleader, |
shared with her that shewould haveto
fight for her leader ship positionsthree
times. First, because all leaders haveto
exert thiseffort to lead. Second,
unfairly, | told her shewould haveto
fight for her leader ship again because
shewasagirl. And third, shewould
haveto fight for her leader ship because
shewas my daughter.

Thereisalways pressureto intervene
on behalf of thoseyou love. You have
to be wise enough to know when not to
giveintothat pressure.

A Baker’ sDozen

of Montessori benefits for the child
Choice

Quintessence (noun): The essence
of athingin itspurest and most
concentrated form. Quintessential
(adjective). Thisdescribesthe place of
choice, not only in a Montessori
environment but in lifeitself. Choiceis
the quintessential action of life. Start at
any point in your day, your week, your
year or your lifeand ponder the place of
choice. Yes, some choices have more
importance than othersbut all choices
(and even non-choices) have one thing
in common they cause something to
happen.

The essence of Montessori life— of
all life—isto teach our children to
make wise choices. You are probably
familiar with the story of the successful
man who was asked about the secret of
success. “ Making wise choices.” He
replied. “ How did you learn to make
wise choices?” “ From experience.”

“ And wheredid you get this
experience?” “ From making poor
choices.”

The challengefor parentsand
teachersisto allow children to make
choices — and let them livewith the
consequence of their choices. Thiscan
only bedonein an environment that is
safe, accepting and encouraging to
choice makers. Thetwo environments
should be home and school. Too often,
the adultsin life are more concer ned
about how they are per ceived by other
adultsand thereforetry to pre-
deter mine the outcome of the child’ s
choices.

The only way to successfully fly solo
isto betrained to fly solo with the
instructor intervening only when the
choiceis lifethreatening. Thesad



reality of lifeisthat so many people are
incapable of making choices— wise or
otherwise. They have never received
adequate practiceto give themselvesthe
confidence to make wise choices. A
major success principal of lifeisthat
when you make a choice and it provesto
be a poor choice you can always make
another choice. Yes, thereare
consequences to every choice — some
mor e severethan others; but the
principal of choiceisto learn how to
cometotheright choice. Anditis
often by trial and error. It takes
tremendous confidencein thefirst place
to make a choice (thisisin distinction
to impulsive actions made without
thought). Assessthe consequences and
if necessary make another choice —
hopefully a better one.

Isthereacost to all of this? Of
course. For youngstersit ismostly a
cost of time, which they seem to havein
abundance. Asthey get older, the costs
become both monetary and social.
Eventually, the cost becomes one of
opportunity. Makethewrong choices
and certain opportunities are not
availableto you — getting ajob that
requiresadegree and you don’ t have
one; not making a good first impression
etc.

Thereisaclassic story from Dear
Abby. A manwrote, “ 1’ m 36 yearsold
and am considering going to medical
school. By thetimel’ m finished with
school and residency I’ Il be 43 years
old. I’ mwonderingif | should doit?”
Abby’ sreply, “ How old will you bein 7
yearsif you don’ t doit?’

Lifeisfull of choices. What will |
eat? What will | wear? Wherewill I live?
Wherewill I work? Whowill I marry?
And on and on. Being ableto makewise
choicestakestimeand practice. That is

what a Montessori environment offers
its children.

There are many kinds of choices.
Just doing what you want isone of them
—which alot of peoplethink
Montessori isall about. But wise
choices very much hasto do with
priority. Learning how to chooseto do
what isimportant first iscrucial.
Learning that there are preference
choicesispart of our personality. Dol
eat what | likefirst or saveit until last?

Then thereisthe ultimate wise
choice —when | don’ t have any choices
—isto choose my attitude. Thewhole
Montessori environment isalife
laboratory for children to practice and
learn how to make wise choices. The
ultimate wise choiceislearning to
choose God. “ Asfor meand my house,
we will servethelLord.”

The Secret of Childhood
Chapters 16 — 18 Outlined
Numbersin parenthesisare page
number s from Ballentine Books edition.

16. TheLack of Comprehension

“ Since adults have no concept of the
importance of physical activity for a
child, they put a damper on it asa cause
of disturbance.” (100)

“ Physical activity isof great importance
for man’ smoral and intellectual
development.” (101)

“ Physical activity ...isintimately
connected with on€' s personality” .



“Itisthrough seeing and hearing that
on€e spersonality ismolded and
developed”

(102)

“ The sameisbrought about through
movement.”

“ A fundamental goal of education and of
lifeitself isthat arational creature
should so master hisinstruments of
motion that hisactionsare not imply
guided by an instinctiveresponseto
sense stimuli but also by reason itself.”

“If an individual cannot attain thisgoal,
he failsto attain the unity of personality
to be expected in arational animal.”

17. ThelIntelligence of Love

“ Every work which isdone according to
thelaws of nature and creates a harmony
among beings attains consciousness
under aform of love.” (103)

“ Loveis not the cause but the effect.”

The moving forceisinstinct, the
creative power of life; but in the process
of creation it begetslove, and thislove
fillsthe child’ s consciousness and
affects his self-realization.”

“ That irresistibleimpulse which unitesa
child with the objects about him during
the sensitive periodsisactually alove
for hisenvironment.”

“It isnot smply an emotional reaction,
but an intellectual desire or love which
enables a child to see and hear and thus
develop.”

“Becauseheisin love with his
environment and not indifferent toit, a
child’ sintelligence can seewhat is
invisibleto adults.”

“ A child’ slove of hissurroundings
appearsto adultsasthe natural joy and
vivacity of youth. But they do not
recognizeit asaspiritual energy, a
moral beauty which accompanies
creation.”

“ A child’ sloveisby naturesmple. He
lovesin order that he may receive
impressions which will furnish him with
means of growth.” (104)

“ The special object of thechild’ s
affection is theadult.”

“ Through hisactionsan adult showsa
child how men behave. A child beginsto
live his own life by imitating the adults
with whom he comesin contact.”

“What an adult tellsa child remains
engraved on hismind asif it had been
cut in marble”

“ A child readily obeysan adult. But
when an adult asks him to renounce
those instinctsthat favor his
development, he cannot obey.”

18. The Education of the Child

“ Every unusual response of a child
furnishesuswith a problem to be
solved; and every tantrum isthe exterior
expression of some deep-rooted
conflict which isnot to be interpreted
simply as a defensive mechanism
against a hostile environment but a
manifestation of a nobler trait seeking
toreveal itself. A tantrumislikea



storm that prevents the soul of the child
from coming out of itshidden retreat
and showing itself to theworld.” (109)

“It isobviousthat all these camouflages
conceal thetrue soul of thechild. The
whims, struggles and deformations hide
his effortsto realize himself, and
prevent him from revealing histrue
personality. Behind these disturbing,
outward manifestations, there must be
an individual spiritual embryothat is
developing accor ding to a definite plan.
Beneath these outwar d manifestations
an unknown child lies hidden who must
befreed. Themost urgent task facing
educatorsisto cometo know this
unknown child and to freeit from all
entanglements.”

“Toassst achild we must provide him
with an environment which will enable
him to develop freely.” (110)

“In an open environment ..achild’ s
psychic life should develop naturally
and reveal itsinner secret.”

“ The new education hasasitsprimary
aim the discovery and freeing of the
child.”

“ Obstacles must bereduced to a
minimum.”

“Sinceadultsarealso apart of achild’ s
environment, they should adapt
themselvesto hisneeds. They should
not be an obstacleto achild’ s
independent activities, nor should they
carry out for him those activities by
means of which a child reaches
maturity.”

“ By (theteachea’ s) passive attitude he
removes from the children the obstacle
created by hisown activity and
authority.” (111)

“ A further characteristic of our system
of teaching isrespect for the child’ s
personality ...

“When anormal child isattracted by an
object he fixes hiswhole attention
intently upon it and continuesto wor k
without a break in aremarkable state of
concentration. After the child has
finished hiswork, he appear s satisfied,
rested and happy.”

“| set towork at training the senses of
thechildren..” (117)

Regional Seminars

Shreveport, LA January 22
Christian Center School
207 ldema
Shreveport, LA 71106
(318) 688-9858
Mary Cook

Houston, January 29
Bay Area Montessori House
2508 Sawyer Dr.
Seabrook, TX 77586
Tommie Jean Hebert
(281) 480-7022

Corpus Christi, February 12
Incarnate Word Academy
405 Chamberlain
Corpus Christi, TX 78404
Sister CameliaHerlihy
Tel. (361) 883-0857



Contact us:
Fidellow@swbell.net
210-698-1911

Member ship

Y our member ship isvital to the work of
the fellowship. Pleasejoin today for
the 2004 — 2005 school year.

www.Christianmontessorifellowship.com

Directory

A directory isnow available of
people and schoolswho are interested
in the Christian spiritual formation of
their children.

Thereare schoolsall acrossthe
country that areusing “ Godly Play” ,

“ Good Shepherd” and other avenuesto
share the Good Newswith their
children. And | am suretherearestill
many mor e schools and individuals out
there who shareour passion.

Director Wanted

Incarnate Word Academy in Cor pus
Christi Texasislooking for a
Montessori Coordinator to direct their
Montessori program of 141 studentsin
three primary, threelower el and one
upper € environments. Need to be
degreed, certified, experienced and
Catholic. Contact Sister Camelia
Herlihy at 361-883-0857,
sherlihy@iwacc.org.

Educational Principles
Of Montessori

7. The Environment

Montessori’ s* discovery” of the
environment as THE teaching tool with
the greatest impact on children (adults?)
and their learningisonly now being
considered by the educational
establishment.

Current traditional educational
practices have begun to catch on to
manipulatives. But manipulatives by
themselves do not make M ontessori.
Manipulatives allow and encour age
advanced and ultimately efficient
lear ning because they resonate with the
child’ sdeepseated needs and
inclinations. But the use of
maipulativesisonly one part of what
createsa Montessori environment.

Now, almost a century after
Montessori started her first
environment, child sized furnitureisa
“given” . If you haveever sat in achair,
whereyour feet didn’ t reach thefloor or
if the chair wastoo deep and you could
not sit back in it, you begin to have an
idea about the negative effect that
furniture playsin an environment.

L ow shelvesin the environment
further enhancethe learning experience
when all of the materialsarewithin
reach of the children. Wetakethisall
for granted but these were
developmental stepsin Montessori’ s
discovery of the “ teaching
environment” .

A further factor involved in the
creation of the environment wasthe
acknowledgement of the place of order.
Order isan integral part in meeting the
needs of the child’ sown psyche. Color -
coding of material givesarational
external clueto therelationship of
materials.



Colorsareanother factor playing a
major rolein the environment. And
from colors, that call out to the
children, we move into the concept of
aesthetics. Even today, many
traditional educatorshave no cluetothe
contribution that china, tablecloths, fine
art, music etc maketothechild’ s
learning. Aesthetics, the beautiful,
reaches deep into the child’ ssoul. Real
learningisnot just mental. Thejoy of
lear ning comes from a combination of
all of the senses focused deep within the
child. Aesthetics playsto this
consonance (harmony or agreement
among components) within the child. A
well-ordered, aesthetically pleasing
environment givesthe same kind of
emotional satisfaction that you receive
on viewing a magnificent sunset, with
one difference: you can fully enter into
and touch this phenomenon.

Children aretaught the respectful
actionsthat are needed to handle crystal
and glassand fineart. Contrary to
popular thinking, children re-act
profoundly different in the presence of
objectsof great beauty and fragility. If
all of the objectsin the environment are
considered to be of marginal value by
the adults, the children will react in the
sameway. Similarly, if broken objects,
objects needing repair, or repainting are
left in the environment the children take
thisasasign of universal disrespect for
the environment.

So far, we have discussed the
physical elementsthat createthe
environment but equally important, if
not primary, arethe social, emotional
and spiritual elementsthat profoundly
teach the children throughout the
environment.

From the daily news, we are familiar
with the phrase‘ hostile environment” .

A Montessori environment isthe
opposite of that. It isapositive

encour aging place because of the spirit
of theteacher. Thisspiritisasmuch a
part of the environment asthe materials.
The spirit of the teacher permeatesthe
learning process. Theteacher offers
encour agement without being a
dominating force. “ Benign” would bea
great word to describe theteacher.
Mostly, we ar e familiar with theword in
regard to a benign tumor — non-
threatening to health and life. However,
benign has mor e power ful definitions:
of a gentle disposition, gracious;
showing kindness and gentleness;

favor able and wholesome.

Without dominating the environment,
the guide exer cises gentle control to
keep theintegrity of the environment
whole, while at the same time allowing
the child to explore and receive every
benefit possessed by the environment.

On one hand, the child, likeafishin
water, isnot awar e of his environment —
it isnatural; it isas expected. But
remove that child from the environment,
and likethefish out of water, helongs
for and needsthe environment.

The environment islovingly created
with the child in mind. Like the womb
and the family that God createsfor each
child, everything the child needsis
ideally in place to meet not only his
intellectual development but his
emotional, physical, social and spiritual
development aswell. It isfrom this
environment that the child breathes
deeply of love and amazement and
drinks deeply of knowledge and
learning. All thewhile being safeto
venture and discover — averitable
Garden of Eden.



National Conference

We arelooking for topicsand
presentersfor the National Conference.
Aretheretopicsyou would liketo see
discussed? Weretheretopics presented
in last month’ s newdletter that waild be
beneficial for you?

Starting a Christian
M ontessori School

Wewould like to know of your
interest in starting a Christian
Montessori school. We will be offering
aseminar early thissummer to help
prepareyou for the challengesinvolved
in living out the dreamsthat God gives
you.

Regional Conference
Cost and Registration

Seminar Fee $150
Early Registration $125
(Three weeks before

Seminar)

Member ship discount $25

Name
Address

Phone
Email
School

Registration may be paid by check or
credit card.

Christian Montessori Fellowship
22630 East Range
San Antonio, TX 78255

Order Form
M ember ship $25
Directory $15
Conference

Total

Make checks payable to the Christian
Montessori Fellowship or use your
Visa, Master Card, Discover or
American Express.

Credit card Number

Exp. Date

Signature







